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San Jose JACL Sponsors Its
First Pilgrimage to Manzanar

This past weekend, Madison Tamichi, 
Jenna Yonenaga, Susan Yuen and 
I, had the honor of leading the first 

annual San Jose JACL Manzanar Pilgrimage. 
This trip has left my body exhausted, but my 
heart filled to the brim with love and hope-
fulness!

Our group of 44 traveled by bus to Bishop, 
CA. The 44 people included former incar-
cerees, members from the Nikkei Resisters, 
Nihonmachi Outreach Committee mem-
bers, Kakehashi Project Alumni, community 
educators, Jun Daiko of the Mountain View 
Buddhist Temple, and representatives from 
the Counsel for American Islamic Relations 
– SFBA.  

During our journey, we shared our motiva-
tion for attending this trip, what we hoped 
to learn, and discussed how we can support 
targeted communities. 

The first day of our pilgrimage was jam 
packed with activities. We played travel-
ers trivia, participated in an Islamic prayer 
service, and broke into small groups for 
discussion about the incarceration, redress 
movement, and how we can strive for social 

Note:  On Friday, April 26, San Jose JACL embarked on its first ever Manzanar Pilgrimage.   Pro-
posed, planned, and executed primarily by three young women who had experienced the Pilgrimage 
with the Florin JACL, and having recently moved to the San Jose area, they had a passion to share 
the experience with the San Jose community.  Below is an account of the trip by Melanie Shojinaga.

justice today.  
We watched 
several doc-
umentaries 
during our bus 
ride and dis-
cussed how 
euphemisms 
masked the true 
impact of the 
incarceration of 
Japanese peo-
ple. Once we ar-
rived in Bishop, 
we sat around 
the hotel pool 
and feasted on 
halal chili, salad, 
and musubi. We 
then invited everyone to don their cultural 
clothes that they brought and began our 
cultural exchange, which included songs per-
formed by the Jun Daiko taiko group, obon 
dancing, and an Islamic prayer and song. 
We ended the night by eating halal s’mores 
and folding origami cranes, which we would 
bring to Manzanar the following day. 

2019 San Jose JACL Manzanar Pilgrims. Photo by Joshua Kaizuka 

Organizers (left to right) Madi-
son Tamichi, Jenna Yonenaga, 
and Melanie Shojinaga.



Japanese American Citizens League San Jose Chapter Spring 2019

Page 2 Page 3

OUTLOOK is published on 
a quarterly basis by the San 
Jose Chapter of the Japanese 
American Citizens League

Issei Memorial Building 
565 North Fifth Street 
San Jose, CA 95112 
Phone: (408)295-1250 
Email: sanjosejacl@sbcglobal.net 
Website: www.sanjosejacl.org 
National JACL: www.jacl.org 
Health Trust: www.jaclhealth.org* 
 (800)400-6633 
* Must be member of National JACL

George Hinoki
Dr. Jerrold Hiura
Art Honda
Ray Matsumoto
Vi Onishi

Shirley Ota
Wayne Tanda
Yoshihiro Uchida
Steve Yamaguma

ADVISORY COUNCIL

The San Jose JACL Board meets on the 
second Friday of each month at 6:30 
p.m. at the Issei Memorial Building. 
Meetings are open to the public and 
everyone is welcome.  Come and help 
Shape San Jose JACL’s future.

OFFICERS
Co-Presidents – Tom Oshidari 
 and Sharon Uyeda 
Secretary – Neil Kozuma 
Co-Treasurers – Ryan O’Carroll 
 and Kaitlyn Thomas 
Immediate Past President – Leon Kimura

BOARD MEMBERS
Carl Fujita
Iris Lou
Tamon Norimoto
Steven Nose
Joyce Oyama
Sue Shigemasa
Tom Shigemasa 
Cindy Sugino 
Marge Tsuji
Jason Yonehiro

HONORARY ADVISORY BOARD
Honorable Mike Honda
 Fmr. U.S. House of Representatives
Honorable Norman Y. Mineta
 Fmr. U.S. Secretary of Transportation

Manzanar Pilgrimage 
(continued)

On Saturday, we traveled to Manzanar. 
Our group mingled in the visitor’s 
center and at the monument with the 
2000 odd people who attended the 
event. We explored the museum and 
then went on a private tour lead by 
Roger Myoraku. We viewed the recon-
structed barracks, latrines, mess hall, 
and newly excavated children’s center. 
The former incarcerees, flooded with 
memories, shared their experiences 
from their time at camp. We later ate 
bentos at the reconstructed mess hall 
and briefly met up with the Florin JA-
CL’s Manzanar Pilgrimage group. After 
lunch, we trekked toward the main 
event where we all stood under the 
scorching sun as representatives from 
the first Manzanar Pilgrimage shared 
their stories and the monument was 
blessed in a multifaith ceremony. Later 
that evening we attended Manzanar 
at Dusk where we discussed what 
brought us to Manzanar with members 
from the local community and fellow 
pilgrims. We ended the day with great 
food from Bishop restaurants and 
bowling with the Florin JACL pilgrims 
at the local alley. 

During Sunday’s long bus ride home, 
we received bystander training led by 
CAIR-SFBA representative, Ossama 
Kamel. We broke into small groups and 
applied techniques that would help dif-
fuse a hostile interaction between an 
attacker, target, and bystander. Attend-
ees shared their take-aways from the 
weekend and different ways that we 
can advocate for social justice in our 
communities. 

Our group started out as strangers 
but we quickly became a tight knit 
group due to everyone’s willingness to 
share their stories and listen to others 
without judgement. I was completely 
overwhelmed by everyone’s thoughtful 
and honest contributions to our group 
discussion. Their trust and whole-
hearted investment in the pilgrimage 
contributed to its success and made it 
such a powerful experience. 

It has been 77 years since Executive 
Order 9066 incarcerated people of 
Japanese descent and this year marks 

the 50th anniversary since the first pilgrim-
age to Manzanar took place. During our 
bus ride, we watched the film, Pilgrimage, 
which documents the first ever pilgrimage 
to Manzanar. I felt a strong sense of com-
munity as I listened to Karen Korematsu 
(daughter of Fred Korematsu) and Warren 
Furutani (one of the organizers for the first 
Manzanar Pilgrimage) with the 2000 other 
people that traveled to Manzanar. We all 
came to honor those who were incarcer-
ated and admire the hard work of ordinary 
people who turned this barbed wire desert 
into a beautiful place filled with strength 
and hope. It was powerful to see how far 
we have come since the first pilgrimage- 
and yet how far we have to go. While Japa-
nese Americans are no longer the target of 
hatred, we return to Manzanar to hear the 
stories of those who were incarcerated and 
stand by the communities who now face 
the injustices and prejudices that our Issei 
and Nisei faced. Never again is now. 

Shigata ga nai. Gaman. Kodomo no tame 
ni. Deru kui wa utareru. The injustice 
cannot be helped. Be resilient through the 
suffering. For the sake of the children, we 
work hard so that they may have a better 
future. Don’t make waves.

These mantras influenced how the Japa-
nese Americans responded to the hard-
ships they faced during and after WWII. 
Many of those who experienced incarcera-
tion chose not to talk about their suffering 
and hardships. Instead they did what they 
thought would be best for their children- 
suppressing their, our, history and culture. 

I think that the phrase kodomo no tame ni 
can take on a new meaning. For the sake 

of the next generation of children, 
we as Nikkei must stand in solidarity 
with communities that are the tar-
get of hatred today. For the sake of 
the children, we should spread the 
JA narrative because it empowers us 
to reclaim our history. For the sake 
of the children, we must ask tar-
geted communities how we can be 
allies. The Nikkei Redress Movement 
is proof that change is possible! The 
injustice CAN be helped. Kodomo 
no tame ni, we have a responsibility 
to control the narrative and make 
waves of change to improve the 
lives of the next generation.

This weekend has reinvigorated me 
to do more to fight injustice and I 

Clockwise from top left: Sally Yonenaga shares stories outside the reconstructed barracks; Ossama Kamel of CAIR conducts bystander training during the bus 
ride; Former incarcerees Sally Yonenaga, Jean Tajima, Carlene Tamichi, Shin Mune, and Tom Oshidari; the wall displaying the names of the 10,000 Japanese 
Americans who were incarcerated at Manzanar during WWII; Roger Myoraku talks about volunteering for the archeological dig at the childrens’ village; Kelly 
Toppenberg presents a flower at the Manzanar monument; commerative water bottle distributed by the park service; Kelly Toppenberg, Stephanie Doi, Sharon 
Uyeda, and Joseph Tsuboi during our Friday night cultural exchange (Photo credits: Madison Tamichi, Salah Eddin Elbakri, Kelly Toppenberg, Joseph Tsuboi, 
Susan Yuen)

Pilgrims fold origami cranes to bring to the Man-
zanar monument (Photo: Susan Yuen)

know that I’m not alone. Please feel 
free to reach out to me if you want 
to learn more about the pilgrimage 
or how you can get involved in our 
community! We will be sending out 
information about upcoming events 
including a Manzanar Pilgrimage re-
union and Ramadan celebration with 
CAIR. I hope to see you all there.

Thank you to the San Jose JACL for 
trusting us with our crazy idea to start 
the first SJ JACL Manzanar Pilgrimage! 
Thank you to CAIR-SFBA for collab-
orating with us, inviting us to pray 
together, and educating us about how 
to be a better ally toward targeted 
communities. Thank you to the Florin 
JACL for providing us with the foun-

dation to start a Manzanar Pilgrimage 
for the Bay Area community.

Most of all, thank you to our fellow pil-
grims for traveling to Manzanar with us 
and for putting up with our bus ride ka-
raoke! You made this trip a truly unique 
and memorable experience. I cannot 
tell you how much we appreciate your 
vulnerability and enthusiasm to share 
your thoughts with the group. 

It was an honor to meet all of you. Thank 
you for attending the first of many San 
Jose Manzanar Pilgrimages. 

I have never been more proud to be a 
Nikkei! 
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On Sunday, February 17, Nihonma-
chi Outreach Committee (NOC) 
presented the 2019 Day of 

Remembrance at the San Jose Buddhist 
Church Betsuin. Never Again is Now 
was the theme, referring to the present 
day, ominous climate of history repeat-
ing itself. Since the Redress Movement 
of the ‘80s, Japanese Americans have 
offered the mantra that the injustice 
that caused over 120.000 persons of 
Japanese ancestry to be incarcerated in 
1942 should never have happened and 
a similar injustice should never again 
happen. Unfortunately the parallels 
between what happened to Japanese 
Americans then and what is happening 
to targeted groups—Muslims, undocu-
mented immigrants, migrants—today is 
all too clear.

Fahad Alam of the South Bay Islamic 
Association spoke briefly to express ap-
preciation for the support the Japanese 
American community has shown to the 
Muslim community since 911. Teresa 
Castellanos of the San Jose Unified 
School District and involved with immi-
grant rights for over 30 years recount-
ed how she sees the Never Again is 
Now effect in her community. Former 
incarceree, Chizu Omori, recalled some 
of her experiences from her time at 
Poston, AZ.

Following the candlelight procession 
where Melanie Shojinaga and Madison 
Tamichi represented San Jose JACL as 

banner bearers, Donald Tamaki, one of 
the lawyers who reopened the landmark 
Korematsu case before the Supreme 
Court and successfully overturned 
Fred Korematsu’s conviction, was 
the featured speaker. He very clearly 
explained how the three branches of 
government—Legislative, Executive, and 
Judicial—which should act as checks 
and balances on each other, failed in 
the case of the Japanese incarceration 
when the Executive and Judicial branch-
es bowed to the claims of “military ne-
cessity” while requiring no proof. With 
today’s Trump Administration travel 
ban, the Supreme Court has upheld its 
validity in the name of “National securi-
ty,” again without proof, despite Trump’s 
highly inflammatory anti-Muslim rhet-
oric during his presidential campaign. 
There is the further possibility that if 
the Supreme Court again abdicates its 
responsibility and bows to the Execu-
tive claim of “National emergency” at 
the southern border, the President by 
Executive Order will usurp the Con-
gress’ budgetary power and appropriate 
funds to build “The Wall.”  In closing, Mr. 
Tamaki urged us to:

Do the work necessary to change this 
culture— 
Change hearts and minds— 
And take our country back.  

There is no time to lose. 
Doing nothing is not an option. 
Let’s —get —busy.

2019 Day of Remembrance
By Tom Oshidari

Banner bearers Melanie Shojina-
ga and Tomio Hayase; Tom and 
Terry Oshidari stand with fellow 
former incarcerees during the 
program; Banner bearers Susan 
Hayase and Madison Tamichi 
(photos by Chris Cassell and Jack 
Owicki)

Yu-Ai Kai celebrated its 45th 
Anniversary on Saturday, March 
16th at the Santa Clara Marri-

ott Hotel with the theme:  “Bridging 
Generations”. The gala was dedicated 
to Jimi Yamaichi, who was involved 
in the construction of the main Yu-Ai 
Kai facility and for being the project 
manager for the Akiyama Wellness 
Center. San Jose Taiko performed 
as attendees entered the banquet 
room. The ever-popular Mike Inouye 
served as Master of Ceremonies. 
Kristi Yamaguchi was the keynote 
speaker. Instead of Kristi speaking, 
she had a conversation with Mike, 
who asked her questions and she 
responded. Herb Ohta, Jr. entertained 

Yu-Ai Kai’s 45th Anniversary Gala
By Sharon Uyeda

NCWNP District Awards Banquet and Celebration
By Neil Kozuma

JACL’s Northern California Western 
Nevada  Pacific District held its 
2019 Awards Banquet and Cele-

bration on April 6, 2019 at the Crow 
Canyon Country Club in Danville, 
California. The event is an opportunity 
for JACL Chapter members to social-
ize together and enjoy the afternoon 
lunch and celebration.

The following JACL members were 
recognized as unsung heroes for 
their dedication to JACL and their 
Chapters. Paul Kitagaki received the 
NCWNP District Award of Excellence 
for his work as a photographer and 
videographer. Paul has a traveling 
exhibition called Gambatte! Legacy of 
an Enduring Spirit. The JACL Chap-
ter Daruma Awards were awarded 
to: Nancy Mune Whiteside (Placer 
County); Nancy Ukai (Berkeley); Ted 
Kitayama (Eden Township); Heidi 
Sakazaki and Utako Kimura (Florin); 
Toko Fujii (Sacramento); Aeko Yo-
shikawa (Stockton);  Jeanette Otsuji 
Hager (Watsonville-Santa Cruz); and 
Soyo Takahashi (Contra Costa). A sur-
prise recognition was made to Sharon 
Uyeda, our Chapter Co-President 

by Governor Carol Kawase. Sharon 
was awarded the Sapphire Pin for her 
many years of service at the local, 
District and National levels of JACL.

Bay Area’s KTVU Channel 2 news 
anchor, Ms. Jana Katsuyama presided 
over the event as the Mistress of Cere-
monies. The keynote address was given 
by Elena DeLacy, Executive Director of 
the American River Conservancy. The 
silent auction proceeds were donated 
to the WakamatsuFest 150,  
www.arconservancy.org/wakafest150. 
The festival will be held June 6th 
through the 9th at the Wakamatsu 
Farm in Placerville, California. 

Note:  The Wakamatsu Tea and Silk 
Farm Colony was made up of a group 
of 22 samurai and one woman during 
the Boshin Civil War (1868–69) in 
Japan preceding the Meiji Restoration. 
They are believed to be the first per-
manent Japanese settlement in North 
America and the only settlement by 
samurai outside of Japan. Okei Ito, 
the first known Japanese woman to 
be buried on American soil and her 
grave is on the Wakamatsu land. 

Carol Kawase presents Sharon Uyeda the 
Sapphire Pin for her many years of service.

The American River Conservancy pur-
chased the 272-acre Wakamatsu Farm 
in 2010 to preserve the site’s unique 
historical and natural resources. The 
National Park Service has placed the 
Wakamatsu Colony site on the Na-
tional Register of Historic Places at a 
level of “national significance”. 

the attendees by playing his ukulele. 
Awards were presented next. The 
Akira Kamiya Spirit of Yu-Ai Award 
was presented to Brian and Sachi 
Iwashita for their altruistic service, 
exceptional character and visionary 
leadership. Yoshihiro Uchida received 
the Kay Shimizu Memorial Award for 
his philanthropy, humanitarianism 
and genuine dedication to the com-
munity, including exemplary service 
and support of Yu-Ai Kai. The Cultural 
Award was renamed in honor of Ray 
and Lucy Matsumoto in appreciation 
for their long and constant support of 
Yu-Ai Kai. Lynne S. Yamaichi, founder 
of Lotus Preschool was the recipient. 
This award recognizes individuals, en-

sembles and organizations who share 
their Japanese American cultural gifts 
and heritage to enrich and enlighten 
lives – benefiting the community 
and Yu-Ai Kai. Wayne Adachi and 
the Wesley Jazz Ensemble were also 
awarded the Ray and Lucy Matsumoto 
Community Award. There were many 
tempting items at the silent auction 
tables to bid for as well as a wine pull 
and opportunities to win Alaska or 
Southwest Airlines tickets. Sitting at 
the San Jose JACL table were Craig 
Hanada, George Hanada, Shiz Hana-
da, Neil Kozuma, Terry Oshidari, Tom 
Oshidari, Joyce Oyama, Marge Tsuji, 
Sharon Uyeda and Steve Yamaguma.

This year the Scholarship Com-
mittee has selected 5 high 
school seniors to receive schol-

arships for 2019.

Trevor Baba- Leland High School, 
$10,000 Oyama Family Foundation 
Scholarship ($2,500/year for 4 years)

Kailey Wong- Homestead High 
School, $2,500 George Masunaga 
Endowment Scholarship and $500 San 
Jose Chapter JACL Award

Ian Byun- Mountain View High School, 
$1,000 Ray and Lucy Matsumoto 
Business Scholarship

Maxine Tauzon- James Logan High 
School, $1,000 Ninja Youth Founda-
tion Scholarship 

Skyler Santos- Cupertino High 
School, $1,000 Ninja Youth Founda-
tion Scholarship

Our warmest congratulations to all 
the scholarship recipients!

Members of the selection committee 
are Gary Jio (Chair), Dr. Mitsu Ku-
magai, Jo Ann Okabe-Kubo, Joyce 
Oyama, and Sharon Uyeda. 

The San Jose JACL gratefully acknowl-
edges the following families and 
organizations for their generosity in 
providing scholarships to deserving 
high school seniors: Oyama Family, 
George Masunaga family, Ray and 
Lucy Matsumoto, and the Ninja Youth 
Foundation.

This year’s award presentation and 
luncheon will be held at the Issei Me-
morial Building on Saturday, May 18, 
2019 at 12 noon.

Congratulations 
to the 2019 

San Jose JACL
Scholarship  
Recipients

By Gary Jio



Japanese American Citizens League San Jose Chapter Spring 2019

Page 6 Page 7

A Big Welcome to the following new members:  Michelle Blade, Melanie Shojinaga and Kailey Wong. Thank you for joining 
our Chapter. We hope to see you at our upcoming events.

Thank you to the following for renewing their membership. The Chapter appreciates your continued support: John & Ruby 
Hall, Cathryn & Andrea Hyde, Sandy Imai, Barbara Isa, Lillian & Jim Junker, Cary Jio & JoAnn Okabe-Kubo, Jemma Jio, 
Neil Kozuma, Mitsu Kumagai, Iris Lou, Betty Nishi, Susan Ogawa, Betsy Oka, Kristin Okimoto, T. Wayne Okubo, James 
& Kazuko Sakamoto, Eric Shimizu, Warren & Hideko Shimonishi, Mary Sugimoto, Cindy Sugino, Yoshiteru (Mac) Tanika-
wa, Stanley & Margaret Tomita, Emi Tsutsumi, Don Uyeda, Sharon Uyeda, Samantha Wong, James Yamaguchi and Susan 
Yuen.

If you have any changes in your contact information, please notify Marge Tsuji, Administrative Assistant, at sanjosejacl@
sbcglobal.net or telephone:  408-295-1250. The Chapter welcomes any suggestions for events, projects or projects as well 
as members who wish to volunteer. If you wish to be removed from the email send outs, please email your request to san-
josejacl@sbcglobal.net or call 408-295-1250.

Membership Report
(January – March 2019)
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Japantown Immersive: Bringing Out the Inner Artist
By Marge Tsuji

The streets of San Jose Japan-
town rang with laughter, shouts 
and music.  The 2019 Immersive 

event was themed: “bringing out the 
inner artist”.  To that aim, the Japan-
town community put on free events 
at which the general public could 
learn a little Japanese culture and 
join others in releasing some of their 
creative energy. 

At one store you could try on a kimo-
no, learn about how to properly dress 
yourself and get a photo of yourself 
in your new fashions.  At another you 
could make an LED uchiwa or fan.  
Shamisen lessons were offered on 
the street.  A flash mob dance scene 
featured a new dance depicting the 
local men who voluntarily come out 
to sweep the streets of JTown clean.  
Everyone was encouraged to learn a 
taiko beat or sing karaoke at San Jose 
Jazz’s Mobile BoomBox.  You could 
participate in a public mural painting 
or learn Japanese tie-dye.

The San Jose JACL went along with 
their civil rights mandate by hanging 
dozens of “creative” protest posters 
and helping like-minded activists 
create posters that were eye-catching 
as well as succinct.  Children were en-
couraged to craft paper megaphones, 

Why is it important to be 
counted, especially in the 
AAPI community? The data 

collected can be used for advocacy 
purposes. When working with state or 
federal legislators, census data can be 
used to provide solid factual informa-
tion on AAPI population presence; 
having these numbers is important 
when advocating for more represen-
tation on immigration, health care, 
environmental justice or economic 
issues. The data is also relevant to 
how land is redistricted, which affects 
voting representation, as the Asian 
population continues to grow, voting 
power in elections will increase and 
we’ll have more “say” on the issues 
and political officials elected into 
office.

The U.S. Census Bureau is hiring for a 
variety of temporary jobs. To be eligi-
ble, you must be at least 18 years old, 
have a valid Social Security number, 
pass a criminal background check, and 
be a U.S. citizen. Positions that are 
available are field supervisors, recruit-
ing assistant, census takers and office 
staff. Apply online at www.2020cen-
sus.gov/jobs or call 1-855-562-2020.

Gearing Up  
for the  

2020 Census 
By Sharon Uyeda

hats and banners and decorate them 
with slogans and their own creativity.

The streets were comfortably crowd-
ed as the family-friendly participants 
enjoyed a warm Spring evening in the 
“Friendliest Japantown in the USA”.

Volunteers
 

WO = Winter Outlook 
I = Immersive

Teri Hirota - I 
Barbara Isa – I 

Lorrie Kitasoe - I 
Tina Leech - I 

Iris Lou – WO, I 
Doreen Lunsford – I 

Wendy Miller – I 
Lois Okino - I 

Tom Oshidari - WO 
Debra Purvis - I 
Cindy Sugino – I 

Marian Suhama – I 
Marge Tsuji – I 

Sharon Uyeda - WO 
Sharlene Valencia - I 

Patty Yotsuya – I 
Susan Yuen – I

Thank you for volunteering and support-
ing our events and activities. Your inter-
est and time are very much appreciated.

Thank you to the following individuals 
for their generous donation to the San 
Jose JACL:

End of Year 
Masamichi & Georgia Nakano

General 
Emily Burton 

George Hanada 
Lillian Junker 

Oshima Ueunten Foundation

Memory of Ben Masatani 
Kaye Masatani

Memory of Tom Nishisaka 
Tom & Sue Shigemasa

Memory of Eiko Shimizu 
Carolyn Buehner 

Michiko Itatani 
Manfred & Betty Kahl 

Joyce Oyama 
Sumi Takagi 

Lois Shimizu Tarr 

Donations

Thank You!
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Sat. May 18 San Jose JACL Scholarship Luncheon 
IMB Backyard, 12:00 noon

Sun. May 19 Minidoka Swing Band Concert 
Mountain View Buddhist Temple 
575 N. Shoreline Boulevard, Mtn. View 
6:30-9:00 p.m. Admission: $25

Wed. May 22 Community Action Session:  
Manzanar Reunion & Iftar (Breaking of Fast) 
IMB, 7:00 p.m.

Sat. June 29 IMB Clean-Up Day 
9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.

July 31-Aug 3 90th National JACL Convention 
Little America Hotel, Salt Lake City, UT

Sat. Aug 10 Appreciation BBQ 
IMB Backyard, 5:30 p.m.

Sat. Aug 24 Mikami Wine Tasting 
IMB Backyard, Time: TBA

Calendar of Events

Visit our Website!
Donate Online: 

www.sanjosejacl.org/donate

Renew your Membership Online: 
www.sanjosejacl.org/membershipRAY MATSUMOTO 

GLENN KURIMOTO 
RICHARD OGAWA


